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SO CHANGE INC 
Statement by Member for Carine 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.50 pm]: I want to let the house know about an organisation called 
So Change Inc, the main objective of which, since 2015, is overcoming barriers to engagement. It arranges cultural, 
educational and recreational activities and events, and works for a fair, safe and just society, where diversity is 
valued, human rights are respected, and everyone is able to live free from prejudice and unlawful discrimination. 
Their goal is to overcome the common barriers to employment faced by disadvantaged local homeless, migrants 
and refugees from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds through schemes such as advisory services, 
information sessions, short courses and a work placement program. 
So Change is an initiative of Muhammad Salman, president, and Ali Mardan Shah, vice president and project 
manager, of Live Lighter Perth Basant Festival. Every year, So Change organises the Live Lighter Perth Basant 
Festival to mark the coming of spring—a time historically favoured for new beginnings, and I am honoured to 
have been invited this year. It is the fastest growing multicultural festival in Western Australia and is entirely 
not-for-profit, and organised with the generous support of Healthway, Lotterywest, Black & White Cabs and 
Opus Homes. Feeding Australia is an initiative of So Change and provides comfort and a warm, nutritious meal 
for those experiencing homelessness or who are at risk. So Change is in need of donations of food and blankets 
plus more volunteers to help with food preparation and service. On any given night in Australia one in 200 people 
are homeless. Homelessness is on the rise in many areas of Perth. I would like members of the house to join with 
me in applauding the commitment of the dedicated people at So Change who are working hard to make a difference 
in the lives of many people who are suffering. 
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